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Nottinghamshire Model 
This workshop will cover:

1. Planning
2. The Nottinghamshire 

Model of Support
3. Outcomes
4. Case studies



Nottinghamshire data:
Year Number of 

pupils

1999 361

2000 430

2001 630

2002 773

2003 867

2004 993

2005 976

2006 1025

2007 1200

2008 1456



by School placement:by School placement:

Out County,
 53, 7%

Special School, 
250, 25%

Mainstream, 643, 
64%

Independent, 28, 
3%FE, 3, 0%

Nursery, 2, 0%

NLC, 7, 1%

No Reg base, 
21, 2%
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Nottinghamshire Local 
Authority

Parents and families

Support servicesSchools

PUPILS



ISS support for school age children with ASDs and their 
families

All children with ASDs

Access to training for teachers, TAs, SENCOs, parents (accredited and non-accredited training provided 
by ISS staff) via SEN training directory and parents directory

Level 1 support

ISS designated teachers provide advice and training around individual children in 
schools. Access via springboard meetings and request for support

Level 2 support

Specialist ISS DTs with additional qualifications in 
ASDs provide advice, training  and support. Access via 
Spring board meetings and request for support

Level 3 support

Enhanced Resource- specialist autism 
team provide intense, focussed work 
with schools  Access via multi-agency 
ER panel
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Specialist training programmes

Accredited Courses
• OCN – 4 modules
• Nottingham Trent University 

Post Grad course
Non- Accredited 

Courses
• SEN training directory – one 

day courses
• Individual courses tailored 

to the needs of settings and 
schools –INSET/Twilight



Parent Programmes

Annual parents 
conference held since 
2000 during Autism 
Awareness Week 
Began in 2002 and 
over 27 courses have 
been delivered since 
that time with over 
320 parents attending 
in total
350 families attended 
workshops for parents 
in Notts between 
2007-08



Aims of the Programme

To increase parental confidence in their ability to 
support their child’s development
To empower parents to give their child the best 
start possible
To build strong relationships between 
parents/carers and others working in the field of 
autism, to share skills, knowledge, skills and 
understanding of ASDs
To reduce parent/carer stress and the negative 
effects of ASD on the family
To encourage the development of ongoing 
support networks for families



What did parents gain from 
programmes?

It made us aware 
of what help is 

available and that 
there is light at the 
end of the tunnel

Great stuff! A chance  to talk 
with people about our children 
who don’t get tired of listening 

or giving ideas!

It has taught me so 
much about the way 
my son sees things

Most importantly, I gained 
reassurance that I am doing 

my best- it has given me 
more confidence.

I don’t feel so 
alone

It has given me knowledge  to 
take things in small steps & 

not to expect things to happen 
overnight.



Level 1 support - Inclusion Support 
Service Designated  teachers

16.9 FTE designated 
teachers, all have 
additional training and 
expertise in autism

Responsibilities 
include:
Training, advice, 
awareness raising 
around SEN issues, 
transition support



Level 2 support

Designated 
Teacher with 
specialist ASD 
qualification and 
experience
Works with whole 
school, group, 
individual and 
includes parents 
and outside 
agencies



Specialist Autism Team – 
(Enhanced Resource)

Consultant Teacher
Secondary Advisory Teacher
Primary Advisory Teacher
4.5 X Specialist Teachers
7.5 X Specialist Teaching 
Assistants



The Enhanced Resource Panel
A multi-agency panel of professionals.
Meets monthly
Considers requests for additional 
support for children in mainstream 
primary, secondary and Special 
schools

Chaired by the SEN officer. 
Also on the panel are:

A Speech and Language Therapist, 
Senior Educational Psychologist, 
CAMHS,
Social Care, 
PDSS officer, 
An Area Manager from ISS
Consultant Teacher: Autism



Admissions Criteria

The panel will look for 
evidence that:
The child’s primary area of 
need is that of complex 
communication difficulty
That all usual support 
systems  have already  
been tried and that there 
is evidence of multi-
agency involvement
In addition, evidence that 
the placement is at the 
point of breaking down



What do we do in schools?
We can offer a range of different 

things in school and this may 
include:
Intense, focused short term 
support
building on best  practice within 
the school
observing, advising and 
providing training to schools
modelling effective practice 
with children with ASDs
encouraging the development 
of ASD friendly schools 
(DCSFGood Practice Guidelines)



Roles and Responsibilities within 
the team:

Specialist Teachers
Plan the programme of 
support- Initial meeting
Whole school 
development –e.g. 
Training 
DCSF good Practice 
Guidance (ASD) – self 
review
School Access plans
Establish peer support 
mechanisms
Develop transition plans

Will visit at least once 
per month

Specialist Teaching 
Assistants
Model effective practice
Implement and monitor 
the programme
Provide 1:1 training for 
TAs = coaching skills
Demonstrate the use of 
appropriate resources

Will visit up to two 
times per week



How do we work with families?
We aim to:

ensure effective 
communication systems 
are in place between home 
and school
develop parental 
confidence in the ability of 
the setting to meet their 
child’s needs 
provide ongoing advice 
and support to parents in 
the home setting where 
necessary
Ensure consistency in 
approach



Case study - Ethan



Case Study - Chris



Case Study - Emma



Outcomes

Pupils referred 
in:
2005

Total

1

2006 0
2007 1
2008 2

:

There has also been  a 
dramatic decrease in 
fixed term exclusions 
for this group of pupils..

In addition, in 20 cases 
attendance has 
improved considerably



Contacting Us 
Inclusion Support Service

ISS Autism Team
Park Hall Autism 

resource Centre
Park Rd, Bestwood 

Village
Nottinghamshire
NG6 8TQ
Tel: 0115 9761720
linda.lyn- 

cook@nottscc.gov.uk
brian1.smith@nottscc.gov.uk

mailto:linda.lyn-cook@nottscc.gov.uk
mailto:linda.lyn-cook@nottscc.gov.uk
mailto:brian1.smith@nottscc.gov.uk
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