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10 Ways to Develop Interaction With Autistic Children 

When should it be used? 

• To support understanding on how an autistic pupil might communicate,
process and interpret what another person is trying to communicate, using
speech, body language, tone of voice etc.

• To identify any reasonable adjustments that need to be made by the adult to
improve their support for the pupil.

This tool is a checklist of Good Autism Practice when communicating with an 
autistic pupil. 

• As a simple checklist and refection tool.

• To support discussion with all staff members to make sure that there is
consistency for the autistic child.

What is it? 

How to use it? 

You can fnd your local AET training partner here 
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www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/find-your-local-training-partner
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10 Ways to Develop Interaction With Autistic Children - checklist 

Gain a child’s attention by: Tick: Reasonable 
Adjustments 
Made: 

Getting down to their level to 
communicate 

Responding to their focus of
 attention and interest 

Responding to their attempts to 
interact/communicate 

Motivate the child to interact by: 

Using their interests 

Making yourself exciting (body 
language/tone of voice) 

Ensuring the child has a reason to 
communicate with you 

Promoting their independence by 
giving them choices and opportunities 
to interact 

 Model: 

The use of other ways of 
communicating (symbols, pointing 
etc.) 

How to play 

How to take turns 

This checklist is an extract from AET Practical Support Pack: Making Sense of Autism in the Early Years 

Practical Support Pack: Making Sense of Autism in the Early Years 2 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		AET - EYs 10 Ways to Develop Interaction with Autistic Children -  Black Friday V3.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Nic Powell


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 26


		Failed: 2





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Skipped		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Failed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Failed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
	Text Field 1: 
	Text Field 2: 
	Text Field 3: 
	Text Field 4: 
	Text Field 5: 
	Text Field 6: 
	Text Field 7: 
	Text Field 8: 
	Text Field 9: 
	Text Field 10: 
	Text Field 11: 
	Text Field 12: 
	Text Field 13: 
	What is it: Off
	When should it be used: Off
	1: 
	Practical Support Pack Making Sense of Autism in the Early Years: 
	Gain a childs attention by: 
	TickGetting down to their level to communicate: 
	TickResponding to their focus of attention and interest: 
	TickResponding to their attempts to interactcommunicate: 
	TickMotivate the child to interact by: 
	TickUsing their interests: 
	TickMaking yourself exciting body languagetone of voice: 
	TickEnsuring the child has a reason to communicate with you: 
	TickPromoting their independence by giving them choices and opportunities to interact: 
	TickModel: 
	TickThe use of other ways of communicating symbols pointing etc: 
	TickHow to play: 
	TickHow to take turns: 
	2: 
	Practical Support Pack Making Sense of Autism in the Early Years_2: 


